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Editors Note: 
 

 
Happy New Year!  
Welcome to our fist 
newsletter for 2002, a 
full 12 pages of local 
racing news and re-
sults.  Since our Solo 
II schedule is not as 
consistent as it has 
been in years past, the 
publication dates and 
size of Huila will vary 
greatly from month to 
month.  Look for Feb-
ruary’s newsletter to 
be much smaller as a 
result.  We will try to 
keep this as current as 
we can, thank you for 
your patience.—CS 

Huila The Newsletter of the Hawaii Region of  
The Sports Car Club of America 

Solo II Talk                                                               By Gary Kitagawa 
On December 30, the sun was shining as Solo II re-
turned.  Thanks to the diligent efforts of Curtis Lee, 
Hawaii Raceway Park (HRP) was secured and 95 
racers came to test their cars and driving skills. 
 
Welcome to our novice drivers:  Bill Klauberg (AS), 
Al Naclerco (BS), Chad Goto (CSP), Tyler Kim 
(DM), Chris Lam (DSP), Conor Isaacs (EM), Clay-
ton Tandal (EP), Eric Suzuki (ES), Richard Morn 
(ES), Derek Rhoades and Walter Plaza (FSP), Race 
Randle and Linne Holmberg (GS), Abraham Pine-
naka (SM), Dominic Acia and Chad Beaulieu in 
STS  Derek had a very successful race finishing first 
in FSP, and Eric Suzuki earned second in ES! .  We 
look forward to seeing you at all of the races. 
 
Our last race was in August, and in the intervening 4 
months our equipment sat idle in our “secret” stor-
age facility.  Unfortunately, it was not secret 
enough.  When we pulled it out on Sunday morning, 

we found the generator, printer and loaner helmets 
had been stolen. The course designers had a diffi-
cult task making the permanent road course suitable 
for Autocross competition.  The result was a very 
difficult course as evidenced by a total of 33 
DNF’s.  The cars were tested, too, with 10 DNS’s 
recorded.  
 
Fastest time of the day belonged to Curtis Lee, who 
posted a 48.712.  Daughter Jennifer was second 
with a 50.424. Rounding out the top five are 
Stephen Oliberos in third, Robert Igarashi in fourth 
and Colin Sato in fifth.  The rest of the top ten, in 
order of finish, are Cliff Goto, Wes Aihara, Panos 

(Continued on page 2) 

Newcomer Jim Warren drove his Chevy 
Caviler to a best time of 62.661 in a 
crowded FSP class. 

In a close battle, Lincoln Loo out-dueled 
his brother Elliot (59.106 to 59.582) in El-
liot’s Volvo 740.  This prompted Elliot to 
complain that “he beat me again … in my 
own car!” 

Traditionally the open wheel Formula Ford 
race has been the one to watch at SCCA’s 
regional races at Hawaii Raceway Park. 
Usually, the races have been battles up front 
between David Goto and Steve Timpson and 
similar wars in the backfield between 
Stephen Hirasuna, Tom Ito, Wes Aihara 
(formerly of closed wheel fame) and relative 
newcomer, Alan Zane. On the other hand, 
the closed wheel race has had some initial 
action between Porsche driver Scott Schulte 
and Datsun 240Z pilot Lee Guertler, but in-
evitably Scott would pull away from Guert-

(Continued on page 3) 

Lee Guertler chasing Scott Schulte in the opening 
laps of the race.  He would get by, get re-passed, 
and then and then have to pass again for the win. 

Reversal Of Fortunes: Hawaii's November Regional                   By Ed Kemper 



Volume 11   Issue 1                                            Page 2                                                  January 2002 

(Continued from page 1) 
Prevedouros, Garrett Chew and Jason Dovgan.  In PAX 
times, the top five finishers are Curtis Lee, Colin Sato, 
Vernon Pires, Cliff Goto and Panos Prevedouros. 
 
The most competitive class of the day belonged to STS, with 
the top three finishers separated by total of 0.554!  Vernon 
Pires finished first with a 54.308, followed by Joey Battista 
with a 54.663 and Jason Tokunaga only 0.199 seconds be-
hind. 
 
Colin Sato took first in AS with a 51.332.  Collyer Young 
drove his Porsche 911 to second with a 54.166, followed by 
Jayson Guzman’s 55.860.  Panos Prevedouros drove his 
Miata to a win in BS with a 52.468, besting George Atkins’ 
55.222. 

 
Curtis Lee topped BSP with a 48.712 followed by Jennifer 
Lee (50.424) and Garrett Chew (53.081).  In CSP, Jason 
Dovgan’s 53.395 was tops in class beating out Dean Kawa-
saki (53.630) and Ken Van Orman (54.102).  Wes Aihara 
finally brought back his CRX and won DM with a 52.088.  
Charles Lindemann took second driving the Z06 to a 54.083, 
beating Bill Lindemann’s 55.201.   
 
In DSP, Cliff Goto once again took top honors with a 
52.074.  Andy Park had his best race ever finishing second 
in his Honda Prelude (54.225).  Gary Kitagawa finished 
third – again - with a 56.153.  But, he took top honors in 
“Most Cones of the Day”, taking out six cones in his final 
run.  Does this count include the cone he dragged all the 
way back to the staging area? 
 
Bob Igarashi overcame a first run DNF to take top honors in 
EM, driving his Sonic GTI to a 51.312.  Chad Pasoquen was 
second with a 57.603 and visiting Hal Tome took third driv-
ing Harvey Okamura’s 240Z.  Stephen Oliberos beat his 
brother Shane for first place in EP with a 51.127.  In ES, 

Solo II Talk 

Marcus Suzuki bested Eric Suzuki’s driving with a 59.770.  
Robert Presson drove his Grand Prix to first place in ESP, 
and novice Derek Rhodes won FSP driving his 318i with a 
58.536. 
 
Keith Greer drove his Honda Civic (not his Red Devil) to a 
win in FM.  Reid Morimoto took first in GS (54.950) beat-
ing Zinc Lin and Race Randle.  Gene Van Orman drove his 
M3 to a win in SM with a 53.581, besting Rick Nakama and 
Jon Matsushige. 
 
Other class winners include Ken Matsumoto (BP), Elliot 
Woo (CP), Shea Mirafuentes (CS), Ed Hollmann (DS), 
Evan Takayama (HS), and Kevin Nakasoto (STR). 
 
Author’s Note: 
 
Please help us keep the races alive by obeying all rules set 
forth by the Solo II Chairman, organizers, and the SCCA.  
Curtis Lee worked very hard to get the use of HRP for us to 
enjoy.  We need to police ourselves and visitor’s to the 
track. 
 
Also, we NEED to be done by 5PM.  The earlier we start, 
the earlier we can finish, so show up on time and help out.  
Please help by setting up and cleaning up the cones, throw-
ing away trash, and returning all borrowed equipment.  
Every driver and all of our equipment MUST be out of HRP 
no later than 5PM!  With your help, we’ll be successful and 
we’ll have races all year long. 

Jeff Young has the unenviable task of competing in 
BSP with Curtis, Amy and Jennifer Lee.  To com-
plicate matters Garret Chew is also in this class.  
At least things are looking up and he will move up 
a place, Jennifer is now back at school. <G> 

Robert Casteel places his Honda Civic right in 
the middle of the ultra competitive CSP with a 
best time of 60.642. 
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ler and lap the slower cars of Ed Kemper (Mustang) and Jim 
Kellar (Rabbit).  

CLOSED WHEEL EXCITEMENT 
November turned out just the opposite of expectations. The 
most drama was clearly the first and second place fight in the 
closed wheel race.  As usual Schulte and Guertler were lined 
in the front row followed by Kemper and Kellar.  After the 
green flag, it was apparent that Schulte and Guertler were as 
evenly matched as two cars could be. Guertler was slightly 
stronger on the straight before turn one and could hold 
Schulte off in the turn two and chicane, but Schulte could 
gain some on the short straight before the sweeper.  

For the first three laps Schulte lead with Guertler no more 
than ten feet behind all the time. On the fourth lap, at the end 
of the straight Guertler dove ahead. They then ran side by 
side to the chicane, and Guertler got clearly ahead. Schulte 
then followed for 3 or 4 laps until a little tapping by Schulte 
on the rear of Guertler’s car at turn one, and by doing so, got 
by.  

The nose to tail ensemble continued until about the eleventh 
lap, when Guertler again tried to dive in at turn one. Schulte 

blocked as best he could, but the result was a poor exit 
speed, they were side by side past turn two coming to the 
chicane, which is, by the way, not designed for two cars.  
Neither blinked, but Guertler was on the inside for the left 
turn. Schulte tried to out brake him, but the left front tire 
locked and Scott had a choice of hitting Guertler or going 
straight through the chicane. The latter did not work. As 
soon as the car hit the dirt, it snapped around in a cloud of 
dust stopping just after the chicane. It took about 3 laps for 
Scott to restart, but the racing was over at that point. As re-
sult Kemper and Keller got by Scott, but they finished a lap 
down from the Guertler.  

OPEN WHEEL FUN 

The open wheel race started on an exciting foot. Timpson 
was leading the pack, followed by Aihara, Zane, Hirasuna, 
and Goto. But in a very quick shuffle, Goto passed Timpson 
at the reverse camber turn to get into first place, only to be 
repassed before turn one. But on the fourth lap, Goto re-
gained the lead before the chicane. But that was that for ex-
citement in the front. Timpson got by on the next lap, and 
Goto slowly faded in second place.  

Further back, Zane had moved to third and Aihara to fourth. 
But the fifth lap, Aihara missed a shift and shifted himself to 
dead last. Eventually, Aihara was able to regain one position 
to finish fourth over Hirasuna. Zane finished a comfortable 
third.  

Solo One featured two SCCA regulars. Lindsay Akamu, 
soon to be shifting to wheel to wheel, and Chris Messer, a 
sometime regional racer, each driving their 4 timed laps. 
Chris turned the fastest single lap of 1:03.911 and Lindsay 
finished with a 1:05.205. 

With the recently completed SCCA driving school and four 
new drivers for in the closed wheel class, what turned out to 
be a terrific race in that category may be the foretelling fu-
ture races in that category.  

Eventual winner Steve Timpson had to work hard 
to get around Dave Goto twice to take top honors 
in the Formula Ford race. 

Steve Timpson and Dave Goto thread their way 
through the Guard Shack chicane just before the 
Off Camber where Timpson would later get by . 

Ed Kemper brought his Ford Mustang home in 
second place after Scott Schulte went off.   
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The first race of the new year was held on Saturday, January 
5.  Although the turn out was not as heavy as the previous 
race, everything ran smoothly.  The communication problem 
was solved with new equipment. Only the timing lighting 
caused delays.  Not even the rain dampened the enthusiasm 
at the event. 
 
We welcome five novices for this month, Kyle Suehiro 
(BSP), Matthew Yee (DSP), Jason Economou (FSP), and 
Eric Grochowski and Jonathan Gouveia (HS).  Welcome to 
the Hawaii Region of SCCA!  We look forward to seeing 
you at the next race. 
 

Amy Lee would like to thank all of the people who volun-
teered on Saturday.  Thanks to all of you, the event ran so 
smoothly, we had time for fun runs and we were cleaned up 
by 4:30 pm!!  Mahalo for all of your help! 
 
The final two races for the 2001 season are in March, the 3rd 
and the 30th.  The race on the 3rd is actually for February, 
and the one on the 30th will be the final race of the 2001 sea-
son, and will include the run offs.  An announcement will be 
made here in the Huila as to how many drivers will qualify 
per classification.  You need a minimum of six recorded 
races in order to qualify for the points total run off competi-
tion.  See the end of this article for the top point totals in 
each class. 
 
The fastest time of day was owned by Curtis Lee, with a 
54.709. Jennifer was second with a rain delayed 56.036.  
Rounding out the top ten are Stephen Oliberos (56.406), 
Garrett Chew (57.061), Bob Igarashi (58.938), Gene Van 
Orman (58.968), Colin Sato (58.970), Reid Morimoto 
(59.011), Collyer Young (59.205) and Panos Prevedouros 
(59.960). 
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PAX time top five finishers, in order, were Curtis, Reid, Jen-
nifer, Jason Tokunaga and Colin. 
 
In AS, Colin edged out Collyer by 0.24s to win, with Jayson 
Guzman in third.  Curtis topped Jen for first and Garrett 
Chew took third in BSP.  Jason Dovgan increased is point 
total in CSP by besting Derrick Wong.  Derrick finished 0.30 
ahead of Robert Casteel. 
 
In DSP Cliff Goto's 60.266 was tops.  Jason Menor took sec-
ond beating out Ricky Tom.  Keith Binning needed only one 
run to win FSP with a 63.757.  Derek Rhoades was second 
with Troy Morioka only 0.26 behind. In SM, Gene Van Or-

man was the man beating Neal Arakaki and Jon Matsushige. 
 
Just like last month, STS proved to be the most competitive.  
Jason Tokunaga's 61.244 was 0.43 faster than Joey Battista's 
61.671, which was 0.12 faster than Michael Friedman's third 
place time. 
 
Other class winners were Richard Shimabukuro (ASP), 

(Continued on page 10) 

Russell Yamaguchi places his Subaru WRX in 4th 
place in STS and 25th overall with a time of 
63.078.  The Subaru gang had 8 cars out this 
month and the quickest was Jason Tokunaga with 
a 61.244. 

Relative newcomer Derek Rhodes slipped to sec-
ond place in FSP (He won the class the week be-
fore on his first time out!) just behind Keith 
Binning’s Corolla.  

Richard Shimabukuro drove to first place in A 
Street Prepared.  OK, so he was the only car in A 
Street Prepared.   
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(Continued from page 7) 
Shane Oliberos (BP), Panos Prevedouros (BS), Charlie Lin-
demann (DM), Ed Hollmann (DS), Bob Igarashi (EM), 
Stephen Oliberos (EP), Richard Morn (ES), Robert Presson 
(ESP), Reid Morimoto (GS) and Eric Grochowski (HS). 
 
Here are the point leaders in each class (minimum of six 
races), through January 5, 2002: 
 
AS:   Colin Sato (70), Jayson Guzman (50) 
BS:   George Atkins (65), Panos Prevedouros (59) 
BSP:  Curtis Lee (70), Garrett Chew (57), Jennifer Lee (51) 
CSP:  Jason Dovgan (66), Robert Casteel (42) 
DSP:  Cliff Goto (60), Gary Kitagawa (52), Andy Park (38) 
EM:   Robert Igarashi (59) 
ESP:  Scott Presson (61) 
GS:   Reid Morimoto (70),  
SM:   Jon Matsushige (53) 
STS:  Joey Battista (53) 
 
There are a bunch of drivers with five races.  If you know 
any of these drivers, please contact them and let them know 
they need only one more race: 
 
AS:   Collyer Young (45), Gene Van Orman (39), Franceen 
Sato (35), Andy Barnes (24) 
BSP:  Amy Lee (39) 
CP:   Elliott Woo (50) 
CSP:  Dean Kawasaki (49), William McGill (28) 
DSP:  Ricky Tom (37) 
FSP:  Keith Binning (50), Robert Hechtmen (40) 
SM:   Martin Barrozo (36) 

Solo II Talk 

STS:  Vernon Pires (43), Kalani Kitamura (38), Jason Toku-
naga (36) 
 
All point totals calculated from the web postings. 
 
Contact Curtis or Amy if you want a 2002 rule book.  Also, 
don’t forget that lunch can be ordered at the track. 
 
Have a good January and February.  We’ll see you in 
March!! 

Jack Evans has been a tireless volunteer for the 
SCCA and on this day he placed his Porsche 912 
in the middle of the FSP pack.  His best time of 
68.235 earned him 6 points in his class. 

Open Wheel 

Place Driver Car Make 

1 Steve Timpson Formula Ford 

2 Dave Goto Formula Ford 

3 Alan Zane  Formula Ford 

4 Wes Aihara Formula Ford 

5 Stephen Hirasuna Formula Ford 

Place Driver Car Make 

1 Lee Guertler Datsun 240Z 

2 Ed Kemper Ford Mustang 

3 James Keller VW Rabbit 

Closed Wheel 

4 Scott Schulte Porsche 911 

Solo I 

Place Driver Car  Best Lap 

1 Chris Messer Chevy Camaro 1.03.911 

2 Lindsey Akamu Porsche 911 1.05.205 

Results For the SCCA November Regional, Hawaii Raceway Park 
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2002  
Schedule 

 
March 2 
March 30 
April 6 
May 25 
June 29 
July 6 
September 7 
September 28 
October 26 
November 23 
December 28 

2002 Racing 
Schedule 

 
 

January 27th 
-Solo 1/ Regional  
 

March 31st 
- Solo 1/ Regional 
 

May 5th 
-Solo 1/ Regional 
 

July 14th 
-Solo 1/ Regional  
 

September 8th 
-Solo 1/ Regional 
 

November 3rd 
-Solo 1/ Regional 
 

At the end of each of 
these events, there 
may be Track Time 
available on the short 
course, call for de-
tails. 

Solo II Heat Schedule for March 2nd, 2002 
 

   8:00  Track Set-up 
  8:30   Race / Work Registration, Tech Inspection, Track Walk 
10:00   Track closed, Heat 1 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
10:30   Start Heat 1 
                        Heat 1: A Prepared, BP, CP, DP, EP, Novices & all          
Heat 2 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
                        Heat 2: Super Stock, AS, BS, CS, DS, ES, FS and  
Lunch Break, Awards Presentation, Track Walk 
            Heat 3 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
                        Heat 3: ModifiedA Street Prepared, BSP, CSP, ESP and FSP     
Heat 4 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
                        Heat 4: GSD Street Prepared, STS, STR, SM 
Fun Runs: $1.00 per run, Passengers welcome with a Helmet. 
                        Clean-up, Put away Cones 

SCCA Hawaii Region Board of Directors, contacts &  
Telephone numbers: 
 

Ed Hollman (RE)                      488-1782           (Edwin_A_Hollmann@pearl.fisc.navy.mil) 
Paul Schwartz                           396-3485            
Jessie Weinberger                     623-7515           (skeptic@aloha.net) 
Ed Kemper                                524-0330           (edracers@aol.com) 
Art Sonen                                  734-3226           (asonen@aol.com) 
Colin Sato  (Huila Editor)          255-1255           (colin@satoauto.com) 
Linsey Akamu                            595-3595           (lindsey@ddfurniture.com) 
Gerald Luke (F&C)     (wk)     591-2791           (gcylbz@lava.net) 
Curtis Lee (Solo II)                   262-5987           (c-alee@worldnet.att.net) 

SUSPENSION AND BRAKE SPECIALIST 
PERFORMANCE PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 

HONDA AND ACURA CAMBER KIT SPECIAL 
Installation and Alignment included 

Air Ride Technologies 
Belltech 
Paxton 

Pro Charger 
Colorado Custom 

California Customs USA 

Budnik 
B. Coddington 

BF Goodrich, etc. 

765 Queen St. Honolulu, HI 96813 
Phone  596-7732  Fax  596-7786 

Mon. thru Fri. 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
Saturday 8:30 AM  to 2:00 PM 

RD-3530 

SCCA Hawaii General 
Membership Meeting  

February 13th 
 

This months meeting location 
will nce again be at Ed 
Kempers office at 7:00. 
 
Watch our local web page for 
details or e-mail me at 
colin@satoauto.com 
 
If you’re planning to attend, 
please contact either Colin 
Sato (255-1255) or Ed Holl-
man (488-1782) for direc-
tions. For Sale: 

1984 Red Devil F440, with trailer, lots of extras includ-
ing a motor, Make offer, call Keith Greer 224-8221. 



C/O Pflueger Acura 
1450 S. Beretania St. 
Honolulu, HI 96814 

In a couple of months, Acura will release the 2003 3.2 CL with an all new 6-speed manual transmission.  This 
new gearbox features Short throws, and Close Ratios allow you to make the most of the 260 horsepower 
VTEC V-6. To help put the power down, it will come standard with a Limited Slip Differential and for improved 
comfort and reduced noise, a new Dual Mass Flywheel.   Please call me, Colin Sato, at Pflueger Acura 255-
1255 for special offers for SCCA members and to receive additional information as it becomes available. 

The 2003 6-Speed 3.2 CL Type-S 

Coming Soon! 


