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Editors Note: 
 
It’s been a while since 
we last raced, and I’ve 
got to say that I’m 
pretty anxious for our 
next event.  Just re-
member, our new hel-
met rules take effect at 
our next event.  This 
means Snell 90 or bet-
ter.  This is a National 
SCCA rule and we are 
required to comply. 
 
Another reminder 
about our race dates:  
they are subject to 
change more than 
usual due to our 
agreement with the 
National Guard, check 
the schedules in the 
back or e-mail me if 
you have any ques-
tions.— CS 

Huila The Newsletter of the Hawaii Region of  
The Sports Car Club of America 

Solo II Talk                                                               By Gary Kitagawa 

We had our June race on the second Sunday of the 
month.  Good thing, as the third Sunday in June is Fa-
ther's Day.  But then, Father's understand that gas is a 
good thing. 
 

Welcome to our June novice racers, Chuck Patterson 
(BS), Emmanuel Lazo and Shawn Yee (DSP), Keli'i 

Franco (EP), Mike Sakamoto (ES), George  Lindemann 
(ESP), Troy Morioka (FSP) and Chris Ranes (SM).  
George won  ESP!!  Thanks for joining us, and we look 
forward to seeing you in July! 
 
With lessons learned from May's two-lap format, the 
designer's of June's race had a faster course in mind.  
They succeeded, with this month's  fastest time of the 
day over 28 seconds faster than last month. 

The fastest time of the day belonged to Stephen Olibe-
ros, who clocked a 40.000.  Stephen edged out Curtis 
Lee by only 0.059.  Rounding out the top five was 
Robert Igarashi in third (40.487), Keith Greer in fourth 
(40.857) with Colin Sato (40.878) in fifth. 
 
In PAX times, Reid Morimoto completed a three peat 
by once again taking the top spot.  Colin Sato took sec-

(Continued on page 2) 

I am sure everyone is aware of the tragedy that occurred in June when a driver went off the freeway and 
died. Whether he was street racing or just driving too fast doesn’t matter. If you know of anyone who is 
doing this highly dangerous activity, encourage them to come out to the Solo II or the track lapping ses-
sions where their need for speed can be exercised in a safe environment. We are still working on getting a 
larger area for the Solo II but the 2 laps per run at the smaller Solo II track have been working pretty well. 
Besides giving longer track time it also changed the feel of a normal Solo II to more of a road race where 
you see the same corners again right away and can improve on them. You can get even more of that same 
experience, except at a higher speed and for a longer time, at the track lapping sessions at Hawaii Raceway 
Park after the end of the wheel to wheel races. We had 10 drivers on July 1st and they all seamed to have 
had a good time. Both their smoothness and their speed improved as time went by. 
 
There were some problems at the track lapping session in April with cement breaking up and several pukas 
in the middle of Turn 1 creating a safety issue. That was fixed for this session. Art Sonen mentioned it to 
Mike Oakland who mangers HRP and he had it filled in. Many thanks to Mike for his prompt help. Now 

Notes from the Regional Executive                          By Ed Hollman 

Robin Uyeshiro brought his Celica GT-S home 
in the middle of a competitive G Stock.    

Kelly Lee is working his Audi A4 around a fast 
sweeping turn and his times earned him sec-
ond in G Stock. 

Our new Solo II Talk contributor Gary Kita-
gawa is getting a lot out of his Prelude finish-
ing third in DSP.  
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(Continued from page 1) 
ond, followed by Earl Huang, Kalani Kitamura and Joseph Bat-
tista, respectively. 
 
Timing problems continued to plague all heats.  However, it ap-
pears that heat has been the culprit.  Once corrected, cars were 
blazing around the course.  Unlike last month, only one car 
missed the "on-ramp" and no one really missed the "off-ramp". 
 
A few of the regular drivers were missed, including Dean Kawa-
saki - though Jason Dovgan might not agree.  Also missing, were 
the MR2-keteers,   Lindsey Akamu, Wes Aihara and Ron 
Mishima. 

In the individual classes, Curtis Lee took top honors in BSP, with 
Garrett Chew in second.  Daughter Lee beat out Mom Lee by a 
mere 0.34 seconds for third. Jason Dovgan won CSP, and Cliff 
Goto won the largest group, DSP, with a time of 42.024. 
 
Congratulations to Ricky Tom who got married last month.  This 
month, Ricky took second in DSP running on new race com-
pound tires.  These new tires helped him beat DSP's third place 
finisher, Gary Kitagawa, by 1.86 seconds. 
 
In DM, Charles Lindeman beat his Father with John Vallero tak-
ing third.  Reid Morimoto took honors in GS while Jon Matsu-
shige smoked his way to first place in SM.  In a very competitive 

Solo II Talk 

STS class, Earl Huang drove his Audi TT to a win over Kalani 
Kitamura by 0.23 seconds.  Kalani beat out Joseph Battista for 
second by 0.17 seconds. 
 
Many Mahalos to all of the volunteers who helped out in this 
race.  We need good volunteers to help so that we can grow our 
numbers and have even more fun! Remember, that with your 
help, our courses and events will only get better. 

 
A reminder to all drivers that July's race will be held on the 
29th. Be sure to mark your calendars.  "Let's be careful out 
there." 

(Continued from page 1) 
we need to fill in the new puka in the stripped area at the start of the Off Camber turn. Maybe you all are driving too fast and 
just sucking up the track surface. 
 
Finally, the July 1st wheel to wheel race went off close to the schedule, thanks to the cooperation of both the drivers and the 
workers. Once we improve on the organizing of the track lapping sessions we will be able to break for beer sooner. A final 
thanks goes to those drivers who stayed after the races to help as instructors for the track lapping sessions. Some day some of 
those new drivers may be along side of you during the wheel to wheel races. 

Shane Oliberos is feeding in lots of “opposite lock” to 
get his 300ZX around a tight turn. 

George Lindemann joined Charlie and Bill and took 
the Top Novice honors in the process with his Camaro.   

Novice Chuck Paterson brought his Mazda Miata to 
run through the cones with us.  Hope you had fun and 
we’ll see you again in July! 

Notes from the R.E.                        



Déjà Vu All Over Again: July Regional Race                           By Ed Kemper 
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The July 1st regional race and Solo 1 competition did not see 
any new players, but did have at least one driver shift to the 
Formula Ford division. Wes Aihara bought Tom Burke’s car 
and has temporarily shelved the Honda CRX. Ron Mishima 
made it back to Solo 1 after a long rebuilding process on his 
Porsche 911. The truly exciting news is that there are five 
racers who want to take our next driver’s school so that they 
can jump into wheel to wheel racing. The date for the school 
will be announced shortly.  

 
The formula race had the usual cast of characters with the 
new addition of Wes. Unfortunately, Tom Ito was sick the 
day of the race and had to withdraw. The closed wheel event 
was limited to 3 entries because of various maladies that had 
stricken a number of racers. With Ron Mishima back there 
were 3 Solo 1 competitors. At the end of the day, a good 12 
track day entries appeared and enjoyed themselves.  
 
Qualifying was waived by the door bangers since they had 
figured out the order anyway. But the formula guys wanted 
the qualifying time and took it. Dave Goto was the fastest by 
the slimmest of margins with a 57.558. Steve Timpson was 
2/10s of a second back, followed by Stephen Hirsuna with 
58.3, then Alan Zane in the low 59 range, followed by Wes 
Aihara with a flat one minute. For various reasons, neither 
Bill Clutter nor Bob Sato (in a 2000cc Ford) chose to qual-
ify.  
 
The sports car and sedan race was familiar. Scott Schulte 
(Porsche 911) had the pole, Lee Guertler (240z) was second 
in line after having to go off the track to change his oil pan. 
Jim Kellar (VW Rabbit GT-3) was third.       

 
At the green flag, Guertler took off and got by Schulte in 
turn one. But not for long. Schulte got by him before the end 
of the first lap. After that the order stayed the same with 
some excitement with Guertler spinning at turn one at the 
end of the straight.  
 
The Formula Ford race also had its deja vu aspects. First and 
second place was a nose to tail affair between Goto and 
Timpson for the entire race. Timpson got by about halfway 
through the race at turn one. But not to many laps later Goto 
went by him when some traffic got in the way. The end re-
sult was a Goto first over Timpson by three quarters of a sec-
ond, much like the last race.  
 
Meanwhile further back, Bill Clutter was in the third spot, 
but spun just before the sweeper and Hirsuna got by only to 
be repassed on lap eight. On the next lap Alan Zane had to 
pit and was out of the race. Likewise on the 12th lap Clutter 
was down and out at turn one.           
 
At the start Bob Sato was doing one of his patented jump 

ahead from last place routines only to have mechanical prob-
lems, which let him only complete 17 laps. Our new For-
mula driver, Wes, simply drove a clean race and finished 
fourth. 
 
With Ron Mishima’s Porsche 911 back after some engine 
modifications, it was expected he would be better than be-
fore in Solo 1. Although he thought that the engine was not 
up to its full potential, he nevertheless took the fastest lap 
with a 1.01.622. The remaining two drivers finished much as 
they did in the last event. Chris Messer, in his Camaro, 
turned in a 1.02 and our recently retired Commander-in-
Chief, Lindsay Akamu ripped off a 1.04 in his Porsche.  
 
With more track day racers showing up and a great deal 
more interest in the wheel to wheel program hopefully, the 
next race on September 2nd will not necessarily be deja vu all 
over again.  
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Results From Regional Race And Solo 1 
Sports Car Club of America, Hawaii Region, July 1, 2001 
Hawaii Raceway Park 
Track Length 1.320 Miles 

Open  Wheel  
Place      Driver                                Car Make   
1.           Dave Goto                         Formula Ford 
2.           Steve Timpson                  Formula Ford 
3.           Stephen Hirasuna               Formula Ford 
4.           Wes Aihara                       Formula Ford  
5.           Bob Sato                           Formula Ford 2000 
6.           Bill Clutter                        Formula Ford 
7.           Alan Zane                          Formula Ford 

Solo 1, Single Fastest Lap of 4                                       Best Lap 
 
1.           Ron Mishima                     Porsche  911                      1.01.622  
2.           Chris Messer                      Chevy Camaro                   1.02.099 
3.           Lindsey Akamu                  Porsche Carrera                 1.04.470    

Closed Wheel 
1.           Scott Schulte                     Porsche 911 
2.           Lee Guertler                      Datsun 240z 
3.           James S. Kellar                  VW Rabbit 
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2001  
Schedule 

 
January 14 
February 11 
March 11 
April 8 
May 20 
June 10 
July 29 
August 12 
September 9 
October 14 
November 11 
December 9 

2001 Racing 
Schedule 

 

February , 24th 
-Solo 1/ Regional 
 

March 4th 
-Solo 1/ Regional  
 

April 29th 
- Solo 1/ Regional 
 

July 2nd 
-Solo 1/ Regional 
 

September 2nd 
-Solo 1/ Regional  
 

November 4th 
-Solo 1/ Regional 
 

At the end of each of 
these events, there may 
be Track Time avail-
able on the short 
course, call for details. 

Solo II Heat Schedule for July 29th, 2001 
 

   8:00  Track Set-up 
  9:30   Race / Work Registration, Tech Inspection, Track Walk 
10:15   Track closed, Heat 1 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
10:30   Start Heat 1 
                        Heat 1: A Prepared, BP, CP, DP, EP Novices and all Modified 
            Heat 2 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
                        Heat 2: Super Stock, AS, BS, CS, DS, ES, FS and GS 
Lunch Break, Awards Presentation, Track Walk 
            Heat 3 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
                        Heat 3:  A Street Prepared, BSP, CSP, ESP and FSP 
            Heat 4 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
                        Heat 4: D Street Prepared, STS, STR, SM  
Fun Runs: $1.00 per run, Passengers welcome with a Helmet. 
                        Clean-up, Put away cones 

SCCA Hawaii Region Board of Directors, contacts &  
Telephone numbers: 
 

Ed Hollman (RE)                      488-1782           (Edwin_A_Hollmann@pearl.fisc.navy.mil) 
Paul Schwartz                           396-3485            
Jessie Weinberger                     623-7515            
Ed Kemper                                524-0330           (edracers@aol.com) 
Art Sonen                                  734-3226           (asonen@aol.com) 
Colin Sato  (Huila Editor)          255-1255           (colin@satoauto.com) 
Linsey Akamu                            595-3595           (lindsey@ddfurniture.com) 
Gerald Luke (F&C)     (wk)     591-2791           (gcylbz@lava.net) 
Curtis Lee (Solo II)                   262-5987           (c-alee@worldnet.att.net) 

SUSPENSION AND BRAKE SPECIALIST 
PERFORMANCE PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 

HONDA AND ACURA CAMBER KIT SPECIAL 
Installation and Alignment included 

Air Ride Technologies 
Belltech 
Paxton 

Pro Charger 
Colorado Custom 

California Customs USA 

Budnik 
B. Coddington 

BF Goodrich, etc. 

765 Queen St. Honolulu, HI 96813 
Phone  596-7732  Fax  596-7786 

Mon. thru Fri. 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
Saturday 8:30 AM  to 2:00 PM 

RD-3530 

SCCA Hawaii General 
Membership Meeting 

August 15th 
 

This months meeting location 
will be determined and an-
nounced at the next Solo II 
event. 
 
Watch our local web page for 
details or e-mail me at 
colin@satoauto.com 
 
If you’re planning to attend, 
please contact either Colin 
Sato (255-1255) or Ed Holl-
man (488-1782) for direc-
tions. 

For Sale: 
1984 Red Devil F440, with trailer, lots of extras includ-
ing a motor, Make offer, call Keith Greer 224-8221. 



C/O Pflueger Acura 
1450 S. Beretania St. 
Honolulu, HI 96814 

The 200 hp Acura RSX Type-S delivers on the promise to improve on the outgoing Integra in every way. The 
sophisticated i-VTEC engine is smooth, powerful, and makes some of the best sounds this side of an NSX. I had 
an opportunity to drive this car on an autocross track at the introduction in San Francisco and a review is on my 
web page at www.satoauto.com.  Check it out and please call me, Colin Sato, at Pflueger Acura 255-1255 for 
special offers for SCCA members and to arrange a test drive, you won’t be disappointed! 

Style to command the road 
Performance to own it 


