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Editors Note: 
 
I can’t believe it’s 
been a year since I 
took over the editing 
duties from Scott, and 
I’m pleased to say it’s 
been a great experi-
ence.  I hope you find 
these newsletters in-
formative and enjoy-
able. 
 
I’d like to wish every-
one all the best for this 
Holiday Season and 
for the coming New 
Year.  Please drive 
safely out there, the 
roads seem a bit more 
dangerous around the 
holidays, and we’d 
like to see back on the 
track in 2001– C.S. 

Huila The Newsletter of the Hawaii Region of  
The Sports Car Club of America 

Solo II Talk  By Colin Sato                               photos by Lisa Arakawa 

For November we were greeted with clear skies, 
and a cool trade wind breeze for our autocross.   
Also greeting the racers was a sea of containers 
parked in the middle of our pit area.  Naturally 
everyone took advantage of the local cover and 
attached their tarps and tents to the containers.   
 
November's autocross was loosely billed as 
"Exotic Car Month" and we had a few visitors that 
haven't been out before.  Two Dodge Vipers, one 

of which took a turn on the course, and a former 
Acura NSX owner, now driving a Ferrari, stopped 
by to check out excitement.  Also stopping by 
were a husband and wife team from Texas.  Brian 
and Tonya Whaley normally drive a Camaro but 
for this weekend they brought out their rented 
Chrysler Sebring, marking the first time (and 
probably last time) this convertible has ever raced 
at one of our autocrosses.  
 

November's track promised lots of excitement; 
there were a total of four slaloms, two sweeping 
hairpin turns, and several sections that allowed the 
racers to gather some speed.  This month's track 
had something for everybody.  
 
As for the racing, we have several battles shaping 
up between similar cars that are spread over sev-
eral classes.  There has always been a large contin-

(Continued on page 2) 

Novice Andy Barnes brought his BMW Z3 
to sample the fun, and found himself in bat-

tling a very competitive B Stock class.   

John Pinero posted a quick 60.995 to take 
top honors in ESP.  

A pair of Vipers at rest.  Charles Huang 
started  slowly, but got up to speed to post a 

65.757 in his last run. 

At the last Regional / Solo 1 event at Hawaii Raceway Park, the Hawaii Region started its new Track Time 
event for street cars. Here are the scoops on future Track Time events. For $50 ($25 if you work the Re-
gional race on that day) you get 15 to 20 hot laps at Hawaii Raceway Park's short track. There will be a 
mandatory class held at lunch time and depending on your expertise, a experienced driver will ride with 
you for a few laps to show you the proper line. Assuming you show sufficient skill you will be turned loose 
on the course. The next event is set for March 4, 2000. If you are interested call Art Sonen at 734-3226.  
 
Other Announcements: 
Starting in December every Solo II driver will receive for FREE a special SCCA Hawaii license plate 
frame. The frame is black with white lettering saying SCCA Hawaii at the top and Racer at the bottom with 
2 SCCA trademark wheels on either side of Racer. Only one frame per driver and the Hawaii region will 
continue to give the frames out at the future events to drivers who have not received one.  

Track Time at HRP                                             By Art Sonen 



Our top Novice for November was Joshua Lipe driv-
ing a Honda S2000 in A Stock.  Josh ran four clean 
runs steadily improving each time out till he finished 
with a 65.051 and second in class.  His PAX time was 
good for 27th overall.  We hope to see more of you 
and your red Honda. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

gent of Datsun Z cars, and in the past year they've been 
joined by the "Subaru Boys" competing with each other for 
the "Fastest four-wheel-drive" vehicle honors.  Now 
they've been joined by 6 to 8 drivers of Mazda Miatas, 6 or 
7 Chevy Camaros (of various years), and 5 to 7 Toyota 
Corolla drivers.  There are now lots of friendly rivalries. 
 
In Super Stock, Joyce Murray was joined by Jon Matsu-
shige in his Camaro SS.  Although Joyce finished first in 
SS with a 62.734, Jon managed to improve his standing 
among his fellow Camaro drivers with a 65.693 and fin-
ished ahead of everyone except John Pinero.  Pinero races 
in ESP and he piloted his Camaro to a very quick 60.955 
(9th overall) to win ESP and the "Fastest F-Body" honors. 

 
Over in "Miata Land" which is actually spread over 3 
classes (BS, CS, and CSP), Jason Dovgan posted a 62.150 
to claim top honors in C Stock, and this month's bragging 
rights for quickest Miata.  It was a close race however, be-
cause over in B Stock, Panos Prevedouros was just behind 
with a 62.580 that earned him first in his class.  This 
month there were nine drivers in Miata's and the racing is 
getting closer.  Stay tuned this battle is great fun to watch.  
 
Also fun to watch are the Subaru's.  This month there were 
6 drivers in 2 classes.  In STS, Earl Huang netted a very 

Solo II Talk 
quick 61.427 and a handily scored the win.  Tim Wolf 
races in STR, and he used his DOT tires well and com-
pleted the course with a best time of 60.630.  This was 
good enough for first place among the "Subaru Boys" and 
7th overall, but it was a few "ticks" behind Gavin Lee in 
his Acura Integra.  Gavin finished first in STR with a best 
time of 59.633 and this earned him 5th place overall. 
 
Curtis Lee drove his 240Z to first place in BSP with a 
55.903, and first place in PAX times.  Other class winners 
were Clifford Goto in his Neon with a  61.334, first in 

DSP, Dean Kawasaki in his Corolla with a 61.105, first in 
CSP and Keith Binning in another Corolla with a 63.538 to 
take first in FSP.  Keith Greer took home the Fastest time 
of the day in his Red Devil F440 in F Modified with a 
54.075. 
 
This month we also welcomed 5 novices to the sport of 
autocrossing.  Brandon Abelaye, Jenson Ambrosio, Andy 
Barnes, Robert Haynes and Joshua Lipe all drove well, and 
we hope this will encourage you to join us again. 

Novice Allistar Pitino found the going tough in 
STS.  Still, he showed promise by bettering his 

times as the day went on.  

Watching the Viper on course reminded me of the 
proverbial “Bull in a China Shop” 

Scott Pires drove an unlikely vehicle to 2nd in FSP.  
His best time was his first run and he spent the rest of 

his runs trying to figure out how he did it. <G> 



Solo II Points Standings               Year to Date Points from 4-01-2000 through 11-12-2000   
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The Z Club of Hawaii will be hosting a Test and Tune/Driving School Day on Sunday, January 7, 2001.  The Test and Tune will 
be available to all SCCA members who want to use this day to “Test and Tune” their car and get more seat time.  The Driving 
School will be open to the first 30 drivers who register for the purpose of attending the Driving School. 
 
Test and Tune drivers - An autocross track will be setup first thing in the morning and open for continuous runs an hour at a time.  
Drivers will be divided up into two groups.  While one group is running, the other group will work the track.  We will rotation 
groups as many times as time allow.  An infrared pyrometer will be available to take tire temperatures.  We will be available for 
consultation on how to correct undesired handling be-
haviors.  A digital full chassis scale with ramps show-
ing individual corner weights and percentages will be 
available for $10/reading. 
 
Driving School students – We will start out the day 
with classroom instruction on vehicle dynamics and 
proper driving techniques.  Upon completion, we will 
walk the track as a group and explain proper driving 
lines, acceleration and braking zones pertinent to that 
particular track.  Then the students will go out on the 
track with the option of having an instructor onboard to 
show the students how to apply what they have learned.  
Students may also want the instructor to drive their cars 
to gauge where improvements are needed or to get a 
better feel for what the car can do. 
 
The fee to attend either function is $30.00 per driver.  
Payment must be made in advance.  Checks should be 
written to Z Club of Hawaii.  Send to: Curtis Lee, 1232 
Manu-Aloha Street, Kailua, HI 96734. 
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SUSPENSION AND BRAKE SPECIAL-

HONDA AND ACURA CAMBER KIT 

Air Ride Technologies 
Belltech 
Paxton 

Pro Charger 
Colorado Custom 

California Customs USA 

Budnik 
B. Coddington 

BF Goodrich, etc. 

765 Queen St. Honolulu, HI 96813 
Phone  596-7732  Fax  596-7786 

Mon. thru Fri. 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
Saturday 8:30 AM  to 2:00 PM 

RD-3530 

Z Club Test and Tune                                                       By Curtis Lee 
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SCCA Hawaii Region Board of Directors, contacts &  
Telephone numbers: 
 

Linsey Akamu (RE)                  595-3595 
Ed Hollman                               488-1782 
Paul Schwartz                           396-3485 
Jessie Weinberger                     623-7515 
Ed Kemper                                524-0330           (edracers@aol.com) 
Art Sonen                                  734-3226           (asonen@aol.com) 
Gerald Luke (F&C)     (wk)     591-2791           gcylbz@lava.net) 
                                       (hm)     737-0073 
Colin Sato  (Huila Editor)          255-1255           (colin@satoauto.com) 

2000 - 2001  
Schedule 

 

December10 
January 14 
February 11 
March 11 
April 8 
May 20 
June 10 
July 8 
August 12 
September 9 
October 14 
November 11 
December 9 

2001 Racing 
Schedule 

 

March 4th 
-Solo 1/ Regional  
 

April 29th 
- Drivers School 
 

July 2nd 
-Solo 1/ Regional 
 

September 2nd 
-Solo 1/ Regional  
 

November 4th 
-Solo 1/ Regional 
 

At the end of each of 
these events, there may 
be Track Time avail-
able on the short 
course, call for details. 

SCCA Hawaii General Membership Meeting December 13th 
 

            This month’s meeting will be at Pflueger Honda (777 Ala Moana Blvd).  
We will be in the conference room right on Koula St. Turn off of Ala Moana onto 
Koula St., and as you drive towards the ocean on, there are parking spaces on the 
side of the Pflueger Honda building.    
            This meeting will start at 7:00, if you have any questions regarding the 
meeting agenda, please call Linsey Akamu at 595-3595.  For directions call Colin 
Sato at 255-1255. 
            Huila welcomes all responsible comments, suggestions, editorials, and 
advertising.  We have a deadline for publishing so please contact the editor for 
details.  We reserve the right to edit all submissions as needed.  All submissions 
should be e-mailed or on disk, we’re not re-typing anything!  Anything else must 
be camera ready. 
            This newsletter is non-profit, if you want to advertise here it’s not 
expensive, just help us with the production costs! 

Solo II Heat Schedule for December 10th, 2000 
 

   8:00  Track Set-up 
  9:30   Race / Work Registration, Tech Inspection, Track Walk 
10:15   Track closed, Heat 1 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
10:30   Start Heat 1 
                        Heat 1: C Street Prepared, STS, STR, SM 
            Heat 2 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
                        Heat 2: A Prepared, BP, CP, DP, EP and all Modified  
Lunch Break, Awards Presentation, Track Walk 
            Heat 3 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
                        Heat 3: Super Stock, AS, BS, CS, DS, ES, FS and GS 
            Heat 4 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
                        Heat 4: A Street Prepared, BSP, DSP, ESP and FSP         
Fun Runs: $1.00 per run, Passengers welcome with a Helmet. 
                        Clean-up, Put away cones 



C/O Pflueger Honda 
777 Ala Moana Blvd. 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

hand-built engines race cars also have 

2000 was another good year for Acura’s Integra Type-R.  At the Solo II Nationals, five of the top ten in G Stock 
were Type-Rs, including the winners in both GS and GSL.  In the Speedvision World Challenge T2 class, Pierre 
Kleinbing won his second Drivers Championship,  his teammates finished 3rd and 4th, and Acura won it’s third 
straight Manufactures Title. These racers acknowledge the Type-R is the closest thing to a racecar for the 
street.  We are expecting 4-5 more Type-Rs for the 2001 Model year (the first two are already sold), so please 
call me, Colin Sato, at Pflueger Acura 255-1255 to learn more about this street car with the heart of a racer.   


