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Editors Note: 
 
After August’s torrential 
downpour, and the 
heavy rain during the 
drivers training the week 
after, and being “run 
over”, our timing lights 
have finally given up. 
 
This month we will de-
but the new timing lights 
that  we hope will elimi-
nate all those extra runs 
the white cars are get-
ting, and provide a more 
consistent and smoother 
running day.  
 
Many of you are already 
aware if this, but the re-
sults are posted on-line 
within a couple days of 
the race.  Go to our 
page: www.hawaiis.
com/scca/ to find a link 
to the results.— CS 

Huila The Newsletter of the Hawaii Region of  
The Sports Car Club of America 

Solo II Talk by Joe Batista                                photos by Lisa Arakawa 

It seems that every event we’ve had in the last few 
months has always had its share of surprises and 
drama.  Rain storms, hail, locusts, outrageous heat 
and humidity and those darn Subaru guys!  Last 
month’s Solo II was no different than the others.  
No, there weren’t any freak acts of Mother Nature, 
but there were others.  The biggest problem was 
the timing lights.  Right from the start they were 
giving workers in the first heat trouble.  Eventu-

ally, after attempts at repair, our officials decided 
to go with a manual start and a regular finish.  
Some of the drivers were a little skeptical of the 
results, due to the margin of error that might be 
caused by the manual start.  But in the end, the 
issue of the driving lights wasn’t much of a big 
deal. 
 

There was an interesting problem with white cars, 
though.  For some odd reason, they could not trip 
the automatic timing lights at the end of the track!  
Talk about headaches!  A few of the drivers got at 

least 7 or 8 runs (you know who you are…Richard 
Crabbe, Francis Lining and even Kevin Ham).  
Not that it was their fault, but I’m sure they had a 
great time doing it! 
 

This month, Curtis Lee was away representing 
Hawaii in the Nationals, so it was anyone’s chance 
to take fastest time of the day.  With no doubt, 
once again Keith Greer took fastest time of the day 
in his Red Devil F440 with a time of 56.157!  Way 

(Continued on page 2) 

You can’t see it in this picture, but this car 
runs with a sticker that reads “Quick Brick 

Racing”  Well...it is rather boxy. <G> 

Summer’s over...School’s started again...and 
the Castle H.S. car returns to Autocross! 

Robert Casteel brought out a new Honda 
Civic and PAXed it 52nd in his first time out. 

Notes From the Regional Executive             By Lindsey Akamu 
As you may have read in the last newsletter, I have decided to retire from my position. In light of that, we 
will have to hold elections for a new regional executive and the Board of Directors. It is very important to 
let us know at the earliest possible date if you are interested in any of the positions. The only requirement 
to hold office is being a SCCA member and have a desire to help your fellow racers. Time is running short.  
 

We would like to hold the elections in December. Ballots would be included in the December issue. For 
that reason we need to know if you would like to be a candidate. We need to know NOW. We would like 
to publish a list of all candidates in the November issue. The club is governed by the Regional Executive 
and five Board of Directors. All positions will be open. Within the Board of Directors, we have an Assis-
tance Regional Executive and a membership chairman.  
 

If you are interested in supporting the club by being an officer, please contact myself or Colin Sato. We 
would like to know what position you are interested in and a little about yourself.  If you don't like the way 
the club is being run, this is your chance in making it better. Don't hesitate, be a part of the team that makes 
a difference in the way we race.  



Our top Novice for September was Craig Watanabe driving 
his Honda Accord.   In his first time out, Craig managed to 
PAX 38th despite DNFs in his first two runs.   Honorable 
Mention goes to Chuck Hill in a BMW 325 who was only a 
couple “ticks” behind in 40th place.  Good job guys, we 
hope to see more of you in the future! 
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(Continued from page 1) 
to go Keith.  Kevin Ham was second in his Porsche with 
58.853 and rounding out the top three was Ken Van Or-
man in his BMW M3 with 60.291.  These drivers are con-
stantly in the top of the Solo II group, and with good rea-
son!  Keep driving hard guys.  
 

Now for the part where I introduce all the novices of this 
past month’s autocross.  I remember my first race back in 
September of last year.  I found out what a good time I had 
and never stopped or missed a race yet.  I hope you drivers 
feel the same way.  We hope to see more of the novices 

sticking around and enjoying all that autocrossing has to 
offer.  They are Lyle Terayma,  David Koseki, Tyler 
Teruya, Brandon Sodetani, Michael Durrett, Paul Detton, 
Sean Kimura, Chuck Hill, Chris Chase, Kaleiohu Lee, 
Robert Casteel, Craig Watanabe, and Shawn Naito.  Wel-
come! 
 

Here comes the SCCA Public Service announcement from 
Ditchhanger Productions.  Although Lindsey will probably 
remind everyone, I want to say it again.  If he doesn’t say 
anything, then I am helping out!  Gotta make points, 
right?!?  I’m only kidding!  Anyway, everyone that races 
has to help out.  That means everyone that signs up to race 
has to do his or her work assignments.  I’ve noticed that 

Solo II Talk 
there are more people doing their duty, but when you sign 
up, you have to take that job seriously.  If you were on the 
track and someone messed something up for you, I’m 
pretty sure you wouldn’t be very happy.  If you are out on 
the track as a track worker, make sure to be alert and pay 

attention.  If you notice something, call in the course chief.  
The officials can work out deciding if your call is right or 
wrong.  Pay attention to the briefing that Lindsey gives 
before racing starts.  It may seem monotonous (sorry, 
Lindsey) and you’ve probably heard it before, but there are 
always important things to pay attention to.  For the driv-
ers…if you notice the track as not being set up the way it 
should be, pull off the track.  If you complete your race 
and the track is not set up right, you will not get another 
chance and other drivers might not notice it.  I know I 
sound like a broken record, but it is just for everyone’s 
benefit to have a good time.  This concludes my Public 
Service Announcement from Ditchhanger Productions. 
 

With that, I’ll see you guys this month at October’s Auto-
cross and remember to feel the need for speed! 
 

October’s Club of the Month is the Mustang Club, let’s 
all welcome them to our next event. 

The timing lights were not the only thing not work-
ing, one of our radios took the day off too.  Hal 
Tome show us a creative use for a traffic cone. 

Newcomer Michael Durrett steadily improved his 
times from 1st run of 85.883 to a best of 74.019. 

Like many of the other Novices this weekend, Sean 
Kimura steadily improved his times as the day pro-

gressed, finally finishing with a 73.038.   

Braden Lee in the 240 SX, 72.827 



New Driver Adds to the Formula Ford Show                       By  Ed Kemper 
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Although the field was small for the August 27th Hawaii Re-
gional race held at Hawaii Raceway Park, the addition of a new 
car and driver combo made the day. Alan Zane, who has been 
driving his Ferrari at Hawaii Raceway Park on track days for 
sometime, decided to take the plunge and buy a Formula Ford 
to compete in the open wheeled race. Compete he did.     The 
Formula Ford racers have decided to drive on the same spec 
racing tires and compete in a Crossle chassis. Alan's version is 
a slightly newer model with a completely different body style. 
It is not only narrower, but has a huge doom over the engine 
compartment and a longer rear spoiler.      
 
The Best Race     
 

As usual, the Formula Ford qualifying was tight. With David 
Goto out with mechanical problems and Bob Sato in his For-
mula Ford 2000 choosing not to qualify, Steve Timpson was on 
the pole followed by Zane, Tom Ito, Stephen Hirasuna, and 
Sato.  
 
After the green flag dropped, Sato was able to, within a couple 
of laps pull into the lead, but not for long. With transmission 
trouble he was out early, but was still able to pull off the fastest 
lap of the day with a 57.211. Timpson then set sail on the rest 
of the pack to ultimately finish 13 seconds ahead of the group. 
The race for second place turned out to be the real race. Hira-
suna came up through the group to momentarily get into second 
only to miss a shift in the sweeper and immediately drop to 
fourth and stay there. Meanwhile, the real dual of the race was 
between Ito and our newcomer Alan Zane. It was a story of 
pass and repass at the end of the straight at turn one. Zane had a 
little bit more speed on the straight, but Ito made it up in the 
corners. Ultimately Zane was able to maintain 2nd place by 
beating Ito by 6/10s of a second. 
 
The Small, Medium and Large Race 
 

With Lee Guertler's 240z out because of terminal frame dam-
age and some of the other semi-regulars out, the closed wheel 
race was small in number and not to exciting. The medium 
sized unit of Scott Schulte (Porsche 911) was clearly the fastest 
of the field. Wes Aihara in the smallest car (CRX) was next, 
followed by the heavy weight Mustang of Ed Kemper. In a 
word, the racers qualified in that order and finished as they 
qualified.  
 
The Porsche Solo 
 

Unfortunately, the solo field was smaller with just two contend-
ers in Porsches. Ron Mishima turned a 1:01.592 for his best 
single lap of 4 and Lindsay Akamu had 1:04.624. 
 
Next race 
 

Hopefully, before the next race on October 29th at HRP, the 
various mechanical maladies that have befallen the drivers will 
be fixed and fuller fields will again appear. Remember must of 

the regional races are televised on Channel 52 at 8:30 pm 
every Tuesday, so if you cannot make the races at least you 
can see them. 

For Sale 
 

SCCA race-legal ITC Fiesta. (Formerly raced by 
MG Lewis). 
 

Low cost racing or Solo. 
$200.              Blaine 732-1812 

Solo I 
 
Ron Mishima       Porsche 911SC       01:01.592 
Lindsey Akamu   Porsche Carrera      01:04.624 
 
Closed Wheel Race (20 minutes)      
1. Scott Schulte         Porsche 911 
2. Wes Aihara           Honda CRX 
3. Ed Kemper            Ford Mustang 

Open Wheel Formula (25 minutes) 
 
1. Steve Timpson                  Crossle 50F 
2. Alan Zane                          Crossle 50F 
3. Thomas Ito                        Crossle 50F 
4. Stephen Hirasuna              Crossle 50F 
5. Bob Sato                            Ford 2000 

Results From Sports Car Club Of America 
 

Hawaii Raceway Park 
Sunday   August 27, 2000 
Track Length 1.320 Miles  

Huila Classifieds 
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Remember “Slow In … Fast Out” 

Here you can see the difference a few months of regular autocrossing can make in your cornering technique.  Generally our 
courses are designed to reward a “Slow In...Fast Out” style of driving.  The drivers in the top three pictures, Reid Morimoto, Rus-
sell Yamaguchi, and Charles Huang (L to R) have all had several months (or more) of experience, and have managed to slow 
their cars enough to cut a sharper turn around the corner.  The cars in three photos below are all running a bit wide in this section, 
and the drivers, Pierre Felipe, David Koseki, and Craig Watanabe (L to R) are newer to the sport of autocrossing.  Naturally the 
“racing line” you take will vary depending on the kind of car you drive, however, almost all of us can benefit from remembering 
“Slow In…Fast Out” 



2000  
Schedule 

 

January 9 
February 13 
March 12 
April 9  
May 21 
June 11 
July 9 
August 13 
September 10 
October 8 
November 12 
December 10 

2000 Racing 
Schedule 

 

February 27th 
-Solo 1/ Regional  
 

May 6th 
- Drivers School 
 

May 7th 
-Solo 1/ Regional 
 

June 25th 
-Solo 1/ Regional  
 

August 26 & 27 
-Solo 1/ Regional 
 

September 24th 
-Drivers School  
 

October 29th 
-Solo 1/ Regional 
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SCCA Hawaii Region Board of Directors, contacts &  
Telephone numbers: 
 

Linsey Akamu (RE)                  595-3595 
Ed Hollman                               488-1782 
Paul Schwartz                           396-3485 
Jessie Weinberger                     623-7515 
Ed Kemper                                524-0330           (edracers@aol.com) 
Art Sonen                                  734-3226           (asonen@aol.com) 
Gerald Luke (F&C)     (wk)     591-2791           gcylbz@lava.net) 
                                       (hm)     737-0073 
Colin Sato  (Huila Editor)          255-1255           (colin@satoauto.com) 

Solo II Heat Schedule for October 8th, 2000 
 

  8:00   Track Set-up 
  9:30   Race / Work Registration, Tech Inspection, Track Walk 
10:15   Track closed, Heat 1 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
10:30   Start Heat 1 
                        Heat 1: Super Stock, AS, BS, CS, DS, ES, FS and GS 
            Heat 2 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
                        Heat 2: A Street Prepared, BSP, DSP, ESP, and FSP 
Lunch Break, Awards Presentation, Track Walk 
            Heat 3 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
                        Heat 3: C Street Prepared, STS, STR, SM 
            Heat 4 Drivers and Workers Meeting 
                        Heat 4:  A Prepared, BP, CP, DP, EP and all Modified                
Fun Runs: $1.00 per run, Passengers welcome with a Helmet. 
                        Clean-up, Put away cones 

SCCA Hawaii General Membership Meeting October 11th 
 

            This month’s meeting will be at Pflueger Honda (777 Ala Moana Blvd).  
We will be in the conference room right on Koula St. Turn off of Ala Moana onto 
Koula St., and as you drive towards the ocean on, there are parking spaces on the 
side of the Pflueger Honda building.    
            This meeting will start at 7:00, if you have any questions regarding the 
meeting agenda, please call Linsey Akamu at 595-3595.  For directions call Colin 
Sato at 255-1255. 
            Huila welcomes all responsible comments, suggestions, editorials, and 
advertising.  We have a deadline for publishing so please contact the editor for 
details.  We reserve the right to edit all submissions as needed.  All submissions 
should be e-mailed or on disk, we’re not re-typing anything!  Anything else must 
be camera ready. 
            This newsletter is non-profit, if you want to advertise here it’s not 
expensive, just help us with the production costs! 



The 2001 Civic has been totally redesigned from the ground up.  Honda is an engine building company and these new en-
gines are more powerful while at the same time more fuel efficient and environmentally friendly.  The 2001 Civic’s chas-
sis is stiffer and more rigid and makes greater use of high-tensile steel for greater safety and enhanced ride quality.  Inside 
there’s more space as well: more hip room, shoulder room and cargo space.  The rear seat passengers benefit from a totally 
flat floor area for more leg room.  To accomplish all this while still maintaining the quality, value, and style that Honda 
buyers have come to expect, is even more remarkable.  Come see the all new Civic Coupes and Sedans, call me Colin Sato 
at 255-1255 for an appointment to see this beautiful new addition to our lineup, I’m sure you’ll be impressed.  I know I 
was. 

C/O Pflueger Honda 
777 Ala Moana Blvd. 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

The Amazing 2001 Civic 
In A Class By Itself 


